

CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MENTOR FARMERS

The Florida Cooperative Extension Service, Florida A & M University and University of Florida with funds provided by the Southern SARE program (www.sare.org) will be providing a limited amount of scholarships for mentor farmers (see definition below), Extension Agents from Florida, and representatives from non-governmental organizations to attend a conference promoting sustainable agriculture. Scholarships can be used towards the Southern Sustainable Agriculture Working Group (www.ssawg.org) or any other sustainable agriculture conference of your choice. The SSAWG Conference to be held in Mobile, AL, January 14-17 or any other sustainable agriculture conference of your choice. 

What:
Any conference promoting sustainable agriculture.
When: 
Scholarship recipients will be funded to attend any conference promoting sustainable agriculture before April 30, 2015.
Scholarship: Scholarship INCLUDES: conference registration (for general conference registration only), transportation reimbursement, and lodging. Scholarships DO NOT INCLUDE: food costs not included in the conference registration, cost of short courses or field trips and additional nights of lodging other than those needed to attend regular conference programs.
Deadline for Application:
Friday, October 31, 2014
Eligibility: Scholarships are only available to Florida mentor farmers, extension faculty, or representatives from non-governmental organizations in a position to train farmers. A mentor farmer is an individual who teaches others what they have learned. Mentor farmers may be active in a farmers market, farmer cooperative, associations, or simply be a producer who tries innovative practices and hosts field days, trainings, demonstrations, and other events. Mentor farmers must clearly establish their role as a mentor farmer in order to be awarded a scholarship. 
How to apply:
Submit the attached application form to Kelly Monaghan via surface mail or email.  She should receive all applications by October 31, 2014.


Kelly Monaghan


P. O. Box 110310


Gainesville, Florida 32611-0310



kmon913@ufl.edu  

Notification: Applicants will be notified by phone and/or mail no later than November 14, 2014 whether or not they have been chosen to receive a scholarship. 

Logistics: For those applying to attend the SSAWG Conference –conference registration can be paid for in advance by SARE. Scholarship recipients will need to pay for other expenses up front and submit forms for reimbursement. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kelly Monaghan, Florida SARE Program 

Assistant, 352-273-3508, kmon913@ufl.edu. 



2014 Scholarship Application –Mentor Farmers
Note: If selected for a scholarship, you (1) will be required to submit your Social Security Number, (2) will need to complete an evaluation form about your experience at the conference and how you have shared knowledge gained at the conference with other farmers, and (3) must take the SARE sustainable agriculture online training course one “Sustainable Agriculture: Basic Principles and Concept Overview”. The course is available at http://www.sare.org/coreinfo/ceprogram.htm. 
THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION MUST BE RETURNED BY OCTOBER 31, 2014 TO THE ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE OR TO KMON913@UFL.EDU.
1. Please provide your contact information below.
a. Name 











b. Address 











c. Phone Number 









d. E-mail Address 









e. Farm Name 










f. Farm Location 










2. Are you a mentor farmer? 



Yes 


No 




3. Are you a limited resource farmer (gross farm sales of $10,000 or less)?
Yes 


No 



4. Describe your ability to use farming practices that enhance, rather than harm natural resources.

5. How do you reach out to other producers, your community, and your local food system? 
Please, describe different types of activities (e.g. education, leadership, etc.). Be sure to adequately establish your role as a mentor farmer. 
6. Please list any farmer or community organizations of which you are a member:

7. Provide the details to the conference you have chosen here. 



Name of Conference:














Date:

















Location: 
















Cost of Registration: 












8. Please explain why you would like to attend the conference you have chosen and how it relates to

sustainable agriculture?
9. Please describe in detail (3-5 sentences) how you will disseminate the information you gather at the conference to others in your community. (Do you plan to hold a workshop on your farm? Contribute to a newsletter? Etc.)

10. Are you currently farming?   Yes_____
No_____


If NO to question 9, do you plan to start farming within the next year?   
      

Yes_____
No_____
Whether you farm now or plan to start farming in the near future, please provide the following information.

11. Are you, or will you be, a full-time or part-time farmer?   Full-time 

   Part-time 


12. How many years experience do you have in farming? 





 None    


 Less than 5 years




 5-10 years



 More than 10 years

13. What are the TWO most important kinds of products that you produce on your farm or


ranch? Please mark the most important product as A and the second-most important 

product as B.




____

Horticultural crops (fruits, nuts & vegetables)




____

Livestock




____

Field crops (corn, soybeans, etc.)




____

Poultry




____

Ornamental plants




____

Fish and other aquatic animals



____

Timber products



____

Other--(please describe here) ____________________________________
If you are awarded a scholarship you will be required to submit a one page report detailing how you are using and sharing the information.

Thank you for your time. 
We will contact you by November 14th regarding your scholarship status.
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